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Tue Maexers.—Cotton is at a stand.
Provisions and breadstuffs dull, with

drooping tendeney.

Tug Coxsecricer ELecrioNs took
place yesterday. The returns are meagre
and indefinite, but it looks as if the raw
head and bloody bones hullabaloo raised
by the Radical schemers for partizan ends,
have not been without effect.

The Washington Chronicle says that
the real purpose of the Sumner-Shurz
movement concerning the St. Domingo
7=, “is o weaken and injure Presi-

“abefore the people.”

Moxey Goea.—We

lant eotemporary, the

, that the Supervisors

4 have allowed an Iowa

¢ one E. B. Cowgill, the

§0: sexteny hundred dollars for five

months pmtentiutl services as Superinten-
dent of Education of that county.

If here is ot a sufficient cause of

public ‘“‘discontent,” we would like to be

informed what is,
——————t— i ——————————
The Penal Tannsportation BIIL

No measure which has yet been intro—
duced in the Legislature, has aroused the
public indignation to so high a pitch as
that which has been proveked by the bill
for the indictment and transportation for
trial of persons to districts remote from
their homes, or from places where the of-
fences are alleged to have been commit—
ted., Theré is but one volee va the sub~
ject among intelligent and respectable
citizens, and it is of earnest and vehe—
ment remonstrance against its passage.

A —  ——

Tae Provisios MARkET.—The down-
ward tendency of this market is gratify-
ing to our people who have to purchase
their supplies. A late St. Louis Demo-
crat says that the market develops in-
creasing weakness, and adds :

The fact is that there iz too much stoek,
too great a want of confldence in the pre-
sent values, and too little animation on the
part of buyers to encourage even the most
sanguine of holders.

The declining tendency in prices is at-
tributed to the abundant supply and the
falling of the demand below the expecta-
tions of holders and speculators.

FoRrGOTTEN Oatus.—The Radical
members of the Legislature must have
forgotten their oaths to support the Con-
stitution whien they voted for the Penal
Transportation Bill. In that instrument

we find the following in the Bill of

Rights : Italics are ours.

“SecrioN 7. In all criminal prosecu-
“‘tions the accused shall have a right to
“he heard by himself, or counsel, or
“‘hoth, to demand the nature and cause
“of the accusation, to be confronted by
“‘the witnesses ugainst him,to have a com—
“pulsory process for obtaining witneses in

“‘his favor, and in all prosecutions by in-
“‘dictment or information, a speedy and
“‘public trial by an imp artial juryof the
“‘county where the offence was commitled ;
“‘and he shall notbe compelled to give
“‘gvidence against himself.”

Federal Troops for Mississippi.

On the 17th March, Gov. Alcorn sent
a telegram to Washington that the State
presented, with the exception of some
“ minor” disturbances in a few localities,
“ an unbroken evidence of civil obedi-
ence and order.” He declared that the
despatches assuming the reverse, which
had been sent by Lieut. Gov. Powers,
and Spesker Warren, (according to a re-
port which they huve not denied,) were
** misrepresentations,” denounced them
as ** derogating” from the power of his
administration, and claimed that he was
fully able, without cutside assistance, to
enforoe the laws and to preserve the
peuce.  Oune week thereafler the Chroni-
cle, the organ of the Administration,
contained this announcement ;

The friends of law and order will be grat-
itied to learn that the President, upon near-
ing the statement oif Colonel Iuggins, the
assistant United States assessor, who was
severely le\ﬂl!hl.'d for carrving inte effect
the Uunited States laws in northeastern Mis-
sissippl, immediately ordered Uwited States
trocps (o that point jo prescrve the peace.

The only clause of the Constitution
which affords a pretext for ‘“preserving
the peace” in any State by Federal au-
thority, is that which declares that the

Unit Sm&)ﬁ;mwct h State
against invasion, on &

the Legislature, or the Executive,
the Legislature cannot he convened)
against domestic violence.” Now, the
Legislature is in session, and has not
applied for Federal troops ; and the Gov-
ernor has actually declared that they are
not wanted, and has protested in the
strongest language against their being
sent. Nevertheless, in violation of the
Constitutivn—in disregard of the Legis-
lature, mongrel as it is—in wutter con-
tempt of the Governor, troops have been
ordered, and that on the bare state-
ment of an interested party who has
his revenge to gratify on the community
whose sense of decency heis reported to
have outraged. The conservative press
and people of the State will all resent this
usurpation of the Republican authori-
ties at Washington, no less as an imputa-
tion on them thanasa violation of their
liberties. But is no word of remon-
strance to go forth from the Legislature ?
Is no indignant protest to be entered by
by the Governor?

Tex Mecoaxics’ Merrive Lasr
Nicar,—Elsewhere will be found the
proceedings of the meeting of mechanics
which was held laft evening in the Senate
Chamber. The meeting protested against

Corn, Meat and
ander the

struction of the Auditor of Public Ac-
counts, the Assessors are required to en-

and cotton in the hands of owners on the
1st of January last. Heretofore these
articles have been considered exempt
from taxation, except when especially
enumerated. By act of the Legislature
elected in 1865, when cotton was almost

“ire paper will be discontinued when | the only thing on which revenue could be | loss of their own lives in the disturbances

realized, a temporary tax was imposed on
that article, but never in the history of

uld be sd- | the State, have corn, the staff of life, and | Tribune letter:

meat, its suxiliary, been regarded as
proper objects of taxation. We doubt if
they are so considered in any State in the
Union, even where they eonstitute the
chief staples of the producing classes. It
has been reserved for Radical ingenuity

these articles of home production should
be taxed, and they haye declared that
such is the meaning of the law, whether
so designed or not.

The Assessor of Lee county, writes to
the Auditor that ““a great many tax-
‘* payers of that county decline to give in
‘“ the corn, meat and cotton they possess-
““ed on the 1st of January,” and asks
for instructions. The Auditor signifi-
cantly replies that the only property ex-
empt *“ from taxation is enumerated in

that “‘ corn meat and cotton”
among the enumerated articles, and by
reference to section 3d, it will be seen

taxable property.
ducers of ““ corn, meat and eotton.”

sive tux law.

cotton” by force of its provisions.

be exempt from taxation.”

Jeets, and therefore were exempt.
LXX, article

be levied.

quent persons.

we had supposed itto possess,

addition to the articles enemerated in

ers may have produced for subsistence,
and on the cotton produced on their lands,
which are onerously taxed, together with
their teams and implements. Never-
theless, to all intents and purposes, this

by an appeal to the Courts or by special

interposition of the Legislature,
———l Al

The Eleventh lHour Statement.

It has been suggested as possible that

Southern outrages to the President, with
the militury. It chould be borne in mind,
however, that before he can ake action
there must be assistauce asked for by the
Governors of the respective States, Some
protection might be afforded to Union men
in this way, In States where the Governors
are not io lengue with the outlaws, but how
will Union men fure in Alabama, Keatucky
and elsewhere, where the Kuklux control
all the State oflivers ¥

The Governor of Mississippi at the eleventh
hour has declured thal he is capable of sup~

ing outrages in his Ntate. Why kas he not
' Rhis byjore? Omtrages have been guite
the {asi nine months
N [ Washington Ulironiele.

This is the con of the Adminis-
tration organ on the Govemnor's telegram
that reports of disorder in this State are
exagerated—that the application for Fed-
eral troops is a reflection on his Admin.
istration—and that with “minor” except-
ions in certain localities the State pre-
sents unquestionsble evidence of “givil
order and obedience.” - This declaration,
so far from being #n “‘eleventh hour”
statement, was made promptly on the
heels of reports which had been sent to
W ashington by prominent Radieals, for
the first time since the inauguration of the
new government, that troops are needed
to enforce the laws and to preserve the

It is absolutely untrue that ‘“‘outrages
have been quite common” in this State
“‘during the past nine months.” That
criminal acts have been committed is not
to be denied, but they are not more fre-
quent here thania any other State, North
or South, of equal populstion. And the
disturbances that have gained most no-

toriety were due to the outrages of which
the people have been the victims at the

We;mmuuitohmhtﬁiv‘

and greed of plunder, to discover that|®d

“ section 20 of the Revenue law, and the
“ Assessors’ duly, in cases where parties fail
“ {0 give in a correet list, is very clearly de-
“ fined in section 3rd of the same.” By
referring to section 20 it will be found
are not

that a severe penalty is imposed on the
refractory tax-payer who fails to render a
full statement of what the Assessor by
direction of his superior may assume to be
This is the rod which
the carpet-bag Auditor shakes ominously
over the heads of the unfortunate pro-

It is not for us to say what was the in-

tent of the authors of the present oppres-
If the wise man had look-

ed through the vists of the future into
these degenerate times, he might have
added, *‘the way of the carpet-bagger in
search of other peoples’ earnings,” to the
four things which to him were wonderful.
But we will venture to say that among
ail the tax-payers in the State, not one
of them supposed that it ever entered into
the heads of the authors of the revenue
law to collect a tax on ** corn, meat and

See. 3, art. I1, Revised Code, declares
that certain property ‘* and no other shall
These staple
articles of production are not mentioned
in the list, and yet they were not held to
be ¢ property” in the sense of taxable ob-
See.
351, declares that ‘‘the
term personal property, when used in
this Code, shallbe construed to include
‘¢ goods, chattels, effects, evidences of
rights of action,” ete. And yet no one ever
dreamed of classifying ** eorn, meat and
colton” amongst the ‘‘goods, chattels and
effects,” on which taxes were required to
Under the existing law, ns in
the Revised Code, they are neither enu-
merated nor specially exempted, never-
theless the Auditor instracts his subordi-
nates that they must be marked for taxa-
tion, and that if tax-payers do not come
squarely up to theline of duty preseribetl,
they will be dealt with as =ection 3d di-
rects in the case of refractory or delin-

In justice to the authors of the exist-
ing law, small as is our estimate of them
or the merits of'their work, we are com-
pelled to affirm our belief that this con-
struction is unwarranted, and wholly ar-
bitrary, as its operation will be oppressive
to the tax-payers. Iftrue, it revealsin it
a feature more atrociously hideous than
We had
never believed that it ever entered into
the minds of its authors to levy a tax in

the law, on the provisions which tax-pay-

construction is the law, unless set aside

Cougress would leave the management of
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son, evidently to manufacture eapital for

the Meridian affair, furnishes abundant
proof of the lawless conduct of the Loyal
League Ku Klux in that city, and from
it traces the subsequent violence which
culminated in the death of Judge Bram—
lette at the hands of the Leaguers and the

which they had brought on.
The following is in an extract from the

About this time there appeared in Merl-
dian & colored man from Livingsion, Ala-
bams. He seem= to have been but a miser-
able renegade, and to hiave been the ol of
a gang of Ku Klux. He came to Meridian,
claiming to be a Deputy Sheriff from Liv-
in search of & colored itive froun
justice. Following in his train were &
couple of white desperadoes. It wasclaim-
& co minn sought for was a runaway
murderer. [his may or may not bave been
the case. He s represented by the blacks,
however, to have been simply one of the
hundreds of their color that, under the new
order of things in Alabams, had fed over
the border as they are now flesing in tarn
from Meridian. It was understood in  fact
that these men were on & hunt for runaways
of this natare. Bethisas it may, thiz so-
called Deputy Sheriff hwd, or to
have, writs in his possession for the arrest
of this and several other blacks, but not
from the sutheritles in Missigsippl. e had

imposed on the eredulity o1 acolored gollco-
man in Meridian, et a8 he was by as-
surance of citizens thst it was all right. The
runaway negro, striving to escape, was shot
in the hip, but was taken in chage by these
Alabams gentry and carried off luto that
State. About a week later the same colored
officer or Ku Klux emissary, as the case may
be.nade his appearsnce the second time, On
this occasion he was accompanied by a posse
of some balf-dozen desperate, villainous.
looking whites, all armed to the teeth, and
allona bunt as it secmed for runaway
blacks. Not finding thelr men, the whites
left on the evening train for home, leaving
the colored Deputy to prosecute the search.
At night he repaired to the house of one
Tom fldwardu. to lodge. During the night
the honse was surrounded as it seems by a
erowd of indignant blacks, whotook the col-
ored Deputy out, and no doubt handled him
retty roughly. The Deputy claimed that
e recoguized o= leader of the party a white
man named Price.

The meaning of all this is that a color-
ed man from Alabama, claiming to be a
deputy sheriff in search of violators of
the law, was set upon by a crowd of “in-
dignant blacks,” at night, in the house
where he boarded, led on by ‘“‘a white
man named Price,” and was “‘roughly
handled.” It was no matter if he was
‘‘a renegade.” It is not germane to the
question whether he was a sworn officer,
as he répresented or not. It was not for
the mob to determine these facts, and to
declare him guilty, and punish him with
stripes, Nevertheless they did these
things in violation of the peace and dig-
nity of the Commonwealth of Mississippi,
and especially in violation of the act of
July 21st, 1870. By provision of this
law, the Governor has offered a reward
for the apprehension and arrest of any
person guilty of violating it. The said
Price was arrested on warraut sworn out
by the colored man, who had been beaten
by the masked Leaguers. Andit isa
clear case, that the colored man aforesaid
is entitled to the reward, if he satisfac-
torily establish the identity of Price,
who by the way, according to the Tribune
correspondent, was released by the iuter-
position of the late Mayor Sturges.

But the main point established by the
Tribune, is that Loyal League masked
marauders did severely beat ‘“‘or roughly
handle,” a person who had aroused their
“indignation,” and that to this act of law-
less vislence the writer traces the subse-
quent bloody scenes over which the Radi-
cal knaves and fanatics have set up their
hypoeritical howl.

=
Disintegration of
Party.

Mr. Grant's late Secretary of the In-
terior, Gov, Cox, Judge Matthews and
other prominent Republicans of Ohio,
have held a meeting, organized a new
Republican party in consideration of the
corruptions and proscriptive creed of the
old one, and issued an address setting
forth their principles.

The significance of this movement is
the proof it affords of the rapid decay
and disintegration of the Radical party,
and of the identity of the platform of its
authors with the platform of the Nation-
al Democratic and Conservative party.
Their first plank is a declaration for
geueral amnesty in contradistinction to
the proseriptive practices of the Grant
Administration. The second favors a
low tariff’ strictly for revenue, in opposi-
tion to monopolies for the benefit of the
favored few. The third denounces the
Radieal plan of using Federal bayonets,
and official patronage to control elections
and corrupt the elective franchise, The
fourth declares for a sound currency.

This platform is orthodexically Demo-
cratic, as faras it goes. And while it
creates an impassable gulf between its
authors and the Radical party as repre-
sented by the ‘‘powers that be,” it nar-
rows to a small point the space between
them and the National Demoeratic and
Conservative party. Patriotism dictates
that all the elements of opposition to ex-
treme Radicalism should be welded into
one organization composed of men who
are willing for the sake of rescuing the
government trom the Vandals and c;f
vestoring peace and prosperity to the
esuntry, to waive differences of opinion
about minor and settled guestions and to
unite upon essential and practical meas-

troversy., -
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. The Yazoo Democrat suys
Thirty-five Dollars and Fifty Cenf

the Radical

property. Morgan, (who married the
negro wife, ) with no taxes to pay worth |

too monstrous for the acce _of the

Tribune of the 24th, writing from Jack—|

mentioning, with his usual carpet-bag im- | 125 e

" A bill is pending in
with this imposin,- sitle, which
essence of concentrated

ter for taxation the articles of corn, meat | Northern Radical consumption, out of | wheresses that the said company have

““matured plans for the construction of
“‘steamboats alike of iron and of wood,
“‘whereby the former dangers and disas-
“‘ters to life and property attending the

“greatly, if not entirely avoided, and the
““navigation of the rivers themselves will
‘‘be greatly improved”—and that “itis
“‘considered to be the duty of the Legis-
*“‘latures of the States which will receive
“‘the benefits of such improved naviga-
“‘tion, to afford such protection and en-
‘‘couragement as legislative bodies may
“lawfully do in furtherance of the com-
““mon interest of the bedy politic.” In
consideration whereof the concoctors of
this wonderful ““plan” modestly provide
that they shall have the privilege of
selecting and purchasing two hundred
and fifty thousand acres of State lands
with the bonds of the said company at
the rate of twenty-five cents per acre pay-
able in twenty years—the bonds to be
secured “‘by all the property belonging
to the company.’ For all the purposes
of valuable consideration to the State it
might as well have been stated, “‘to be
secured by the choicest possessions of the
Man in the Moon,”

The scheme is 80 monstrously and im-
pudently absurd and knavish as to reveal
its true character without comment. In
the first place if it really acecmplished
all that its beneficiariese assert for
it, there would be no ground
on which to support their preposterous
for & bonus of several hundred thousand
dollars worth of land from Mississippi—
which is but one of the dozen and more

‘“ the Mississippi river, and its tributa-
ries.” If it possesses the merits attributed
to it, common sense will teach what all
experience proves, that it will succeed in
virtue of its merits over all competition
without extraneous sid.

and privileges not possessed by others
thatit is a mere scheme gotten up by

own benefit.
lobby vultures having it in charge are

ing, riding around,
generally with the lower grade of negro
members of the Legislature; but we
have not lost faith in that body so far as
to believe it capable of granting their ap-
plication. In the event we are mistaken,
the reliance will then be on the exercies
of the Veto.

e A — -
Another Righicous Velo.

the schemes pending in the Legislature
to rob the treasury for individual benefit,

tion existed, we mentioned the bill to ap-

Committee on Public Buildiugs. The
injustice of the claim is apparent when it
is taken into account that for the same
services pretended to have been rendered
by the Committee of planning and super-
intending the work, they employed an
experienced architect at liberal wages. =
As usual in the case of such iniquities,
the scheme went through the Legislature
like a streak of lightuing, easily over-
coming the resistance offered by the Con-
servatives, We have now the pleasure
to say that it has been vetoed by the Gov-
ernor.

Our remark in reference to the gener-
al character of the measure might proba-

bly have been qualified by an exception

the committee who performed the duties
of Secretary, and is entitled to reasonable
compensation. But unfortunately his
claim was in rascally company and has
suffered the fate of poor dog Tray.

A Washington telegram to a Republi-
can paper in the West, speaking of the
special Committee to whom was referred
the message of the President asking au-
thority to re-establish military rule in the
South, says of the Democratic members:

The Democratic members of the Commit-
tee are uneguivocally pledged to resist all

bills whlﬁl: look towards conferring upon
the President power to use the military in
the Southern States without a demand first
being made by the Governors thereof, and
several Republicans will support them in
this position.

A Blast from the President's Or-
gnn om Mississippl AfMairs.
The following article is copied from
the Washington Chronicle of the 31st.
It is a declaration that Gov. Aleorn has
forfeited his seat in the U. 5. Senate by
not claiming and occupying it at the com-
mencement of his term; and intimates
strongly that he will not be permitted to
do so. This programme the majority
have the power to carry out, but they
cannot compel the Legislature to elect
any one else:
From the Washington Chronicle.

It is understood that the Legislature of
Misssissippl will be notified af an early day

that there isa vacancy in her representation
in the United States Senate.

Governor Alcorn, it will be rememberad,
was elected t0 fill this position, but, not
having accepted it by the 4th of March, the

commencement of the term, snd having
since discharged the duties of Governor, it
isconsidered equivalent to resigning what-

»r claims he may have had.
lamentable condition of affairs in
sippi is mainly attributable, it iz now
p the

course of the Governor. It

e,

is with that his friends have ar- |
rived at th ion, but they bave at
at the matter in that |

t, ot sl
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“‘navigation of the waters of the lleﬁu-;
*‘sippi river and its tributaries, have been

States “‘ interested in the navigatian of

The very fact
that its authors rely upon emoluments

engaged in the same business, is evidence
sharpers at the public expense for their
To engineer this special rascality, the

doing any amount of drinking, earous-
and hob-nobbing

The other day, in enumerating some of

where searcely a pretence of considera-

propriate a large sum to the Legislative

in favor of Hon. Jos. Bennett, one of

- o
i

{ His message of April 1st (ominous date)

is a case in point. Itis a compound of
good and evil. He sets out with a re-
burthen the tax payers with appropria-
tions for paying the expenses of an active
militia organization greatly to the detri-
ment of the peace and quietude of the
State and to the injury of its industrial
interests—thus inflicting a double wrong
—on the insufficient ground that distur-
bances have occurred at Meridian, and at
“a few other places on our eastern bor-
der. Nevertheless, says the message
*“‘the State generally enjoys a repose un-
known to it since the close of the war,”
embracing the just and good reign of
Humphreys, and the despotism of the
Shoulder Straps. Humphreys certainly
had no occasion for an active militia or-
ganization, and if the Shoulder Straps,
with all the paraphrenalia of the Army
and Navy of the United States to back
them, could not keep the peace, why try
the costly experiment of another military
establishment? If we had'peace during
the Humphreys Administration,and have
still greater ‘‘repose” mnow, if with the
exception of ‘‘some minor outrages on
the Alabama border,” MissmssiPrr PRE-
SEXTS AN UNBROKEN EVIDENCE OF
“CIVIL OBEDIENCE AND ORDER"—why
make this call for the ways and means
of arming, equiping and bringing into
“*actual” service a militia organization in
view of the fact that there is no more cer-
tain method of disturbing the existing ““re-
pose;” that there is no more wicked and
profligate method of squandering the
tax payers’ money, and no more certain
method of demoralizing their labor sys-
tem and lessening their ability to meet
the extraordinary requisition on the State
treasury ?

If there be *‘repose” why disturb it?
Why start the drum and the fife in op-
position to the plough and the hoe?—
There is a time for all things ; and surely
now is the time for the implements of
peace and not the instruments of war.

And in addition, to his recommendation
for the modification of the law soas to
give assurance doubly sure to the Auditor
that he can make his requisition on the
treasury to pay the expenses of an ‘“‘act-
ual” militia organization—and no longer
have pretext to withhold their dues from
such patriots as *‘ Col. Ireland"—(Big
Yaller)—for important services to the
State—he advises that *‘ actual authori-
“ ty be given” him ** to organize and call
““into the field a cavalry regiment of
*¢ picked men,” and quarter them on the
innocent people of any county in which
persons masked may choose to make
their appearance. The injustice of the
measure is apparent. It reverses the
maxim that it is better that ninety-nine
guilty persons should escape than that one
| innocent person should suffer. And it in
troduces in time of peace and enforces
against friends and brothers, the barbar-
ous warlike custom of confiscating the
| goods of an enemy and quartering Lroops
| upon him. We are told that these troops
must be ** picked” men. Clayton's ma-
rauders, plunderers, and ravishers ‘in
Arkansas, were men whom he regarded
‘ picked.” Holden’s lambs, with Kirk
and Bergen as their bellwethers, were
considered ** picked.” As Maj. Gen.
Stafford has truly testified that the Con-
federate soldiers are as much to be relied
upon in keeping the peace and enforcing
order as any other class in the State, we

L e e ol
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 GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.
Senate ani Howse of Lrpresentatives

GExTLEN EN— the State generally
enjoy: a repose unknown to it sluce the
close of the war, the recent outrage at Mer-
idian snd at a few other pluces on our east-
ern border point to possibilitles which de-
mand special wessures of detection and
panlsbment. lu sntivipation of such 4 ne-
¥y I ssked you in my ancusl we e
for ruthority to deal with the crimes of the
Ku Klux by an offer of rewards ss high as
$25.000, and added what | now agsio urge
upon you earnestly, “that the rewards offer-
for the detection of men en in out-
rages perpetrated by what iseatled Ku Kiux,
in a county shall, whea paid by the Execu-
tive, be made a special lax mwuuw: County.”
With the right to chasge the veuue on the
part of the State placed in my haonds a
power which cannot fail In effcctiveness
will have been =et ln motion with certain
success o not only detecting and puuish-
ing, bul to & great extent lu otherwise pre-
venting the outrages of those midulght as-

ns.
To render still more effective the agencles
of the governmoent for the repression of or-
ganized lawlessness on our eastern border
or auywhere else that It may show jtsels
herealter, I invite your atteéntion earnestly
to my wmessage of Lthe 11th of February, on
the difliculties of the Auditor of Public Ae-
counts as to the exercise of my power un-
der the militia lnw. The 6th Section of that
Act authorizes we to organize the Miliva,
but the Auditor thiuks he has no power to
pay the exlljenm incarred in that organ-
jzation ; and, though that guestion has been
under consideration of your honorable bod-
lea for now several weeks, 1 call your at-
tention respectfully to the fuct that even
the uccounts of General Staflord and Colonel
Ireland for services in carry ing out that or-
ganization remain still unpaid. [ nrge
upon your consideration the expediency of
settiing the Auditor's doubts in this matter
aud of placing It beyond guestion that the
nuthority charged in the letter of the law,
with the right of calllug out the wmilitia
shall not be excluded from the exercise of
that right by a denial of his power to order
payment for even a soldier’s ration,

Section 35 of the Militia law glves me the
power to “organize and equip not to exceed
one regiment of cavalry.,” With a question
of my avthority to order payment for a
single saddle or a cartouche box, this con-
veyance of power beeomes a dead letter. |
again invite the atténtion of your honorable
bodies to this fact; and do =0 with the carn-
est request that in sddition to actual anthor-
ity to organize the militia generally, you
give me actugd authority (o organize and

=]

it .-:-;-_-- o“

do the mgmm
.::u 1 “rh- a1

L} ol & ir. M otd on
this feet lead me, I foel It ,“ﬂuhu_t- (:g'mtl

you plalnly, o entertaln appreliensions that
we wiil not have done our Juty for the pre-

servation of good order U the Legislature
do not give the people lmmediate und ofec-

g‘bﬂ counities
8 and of

rs mest & reception

tive protecilon troms sll possible ground of | 18 demande.

discontent with thelr looal taxes. Wik
that vie«, I, 14 the words of my message of
the $th of Felbruary, ** recommend earnest!)
that the lssue of credits by the Board of
Supervisors shall be placed immediately un-
der rigid restrictions, and that their powers
of taxation be limited o two hundred per
cent. on the State-tax.™

The School Direetors present an sdminls-
tratlon which threstens by the wantonness
of Its exwrav o lmpress the more
restive of our population with a sense that
they are belug oppressed by taxstion, The
election of County SBuperinteudents Is the
mensure for introducing into that manage
meém un Influence more wholesome In Its
resulls, because more Jasympathy with the
gcople. than that which Is now represented

y & set of appointees having in the majori-
ty of cases po ldentity with the counties
over whose school Interests they preside,
and but lwle If any Ideotity with the State.
The excesslve taxation orrxlnnln mainly
in this deleterious influence would become
all the more aggravating to the people,
by a enrrent lJaxity which givea the control
of the monetary alfnirs of the Directors to

| County Superintendents.defalestions should |
follow under the temptation of the fact that |

those officers are not required o give bond.
To cover any working irregulnrities arisin
from the fact that the County '.'-iu,pwriuu-mfE
ent as President of the Bourd of Directors,
issues orders for money on the Treasurer of
the Board, I recommend that the Coumty
Superintendent shall be required to give
bond and secarity saflicient to cover his
agency In disposing of the school funds of
the County.

The necessity of haste In organizing the
school svstemn made it unavoidable during
last session to permit the County Superin-
tendents o be selected by a ﬁm‘m-ut,—
The expediency now passed, the Leglislature
I free to exercise the right given It under
the Constitution to make theollfice of Connty
Superintendent of Education elective. The
ge-lu}rul propriety under our sysiem ol gov-
ernment of surrendering such an excop-
tiuual and antl-republican power as that of
appolntment of County ulﬁzrrn, by & cen-
tral burean demands thatthe County Super-
intendent of Education be made suh{e--t ut
once to the cholee of the people. nryge
that measure upon your attention here on

eall into the field a cavalry reglment of
picked men for operation wherever masked
assuassing eball be seen—the cost of the sub-
sistence of those Ltroops to be levied as =
gpecial tax upon the connty to which they
ghall have been called by the appearance ol
masked assussing. With thizs power made
good in my hands, outside any scruples of
the Auditor of Public Accounts, such tux-
payers as shall dare to tolerate by their
sympathies the performances of the Ku-
Blux, will very soon find out that, that tol-
erntion will have cost them heavily In penal
taxes.

At the same time that we leave nothing
undoue to repess organlzed violence wher-
ever it shows lig head, It i no Jess onr sol-
emn duty to see that we leave nothing un-
done to remove all possible ground for frs
provoeation. The race from which the
Ameriean white Is sprung has eéver been
restive under taxation, avd has shown [tselt
but wo ready to make an obuoxious exers
cise of the taxing power a ground for in-

And a wise legislation, while deterinined in
strengthening the power of repression,
ghould never disregard those forces of so-
clety, which, especially In elosing up the
work of revolution are ever ready to meet
hardships by vivlence. In my profound
anxiety ftor the peace aond order of the
sState, I called your atrention in my special
message of the Sth of Iust month, to very
grave points for the revision of our genersl
and local taxes, and did so in view of the
ilustrations,which I 1ecl It my Juty to nurge
upon your attention aguin as possibde lrri-
tations of the popular wem per.

I submit to your consideration with this
communication, a letter from a gentioman
of this city, W. T. Withers, Fiq. In ralsing
the point as to whether the Asscssor I8 jus-
titted in including in the basis of taxation.
the products of sgricultaral industry, it
directz attention
Reveoaue Iaw, which may be interpreted in
justitication of & taxation at onee unjuse
aud irritating, Settiou 1, of the Bevenue
law of last sesslon, Includes in the nssess-
ment, the * amount of all other personud
propurty not otherwise dnuinarated ;" ard in

jeet to  taxation, all agrienltiiral prodocts
unshipped on the first day of Jaausry . —

his production, the planter who lives so
coupvenient to a great line of publie carringe
that be can ship hid prodacts sus raplilly as
he can garner them, it levies that tax ot the
planter who lives 20 far frofY®ich a }ilw of |
transportation that more or R« h
duets remain on his hands on the first day
of January.

The exemptions from taxatifon seb forth
in the tweutieth Section of the Revenne
law, apply in the case of private individ-

are led to infer that his Chief will so far
defer to his opinion as to give them
 places in organizing the ** picked” men
for this special duty. But who will the
carpet-bag successor of the present Gov-
ernor consider ** picked” men when the
latter takes the seat reserved for him in
the Senate after he shall have put the
machine into operation? This is a se-
rious guestion, inasmuch as it is the well
defined programme of the powers that be
that a carpet-bagger shall run the State
administration during the last two years
of its existence.
The Other Parts of the YMessage.
With the exeeption of a brief reference
to an sccompanying letter of the Rever-
end Catholic Bishop Elder, and a silly
and ill-timed fling at *‘ the press,” the
other parts of the message deserve espe-
cial -commendsation, It declares that if
disorders exist, (and they are certainly
few if it be true that with *‘ minor” ex-
ceptions  ** the State presents an unbro-
ken evidence of civil order and obedi-
ence” }—they are attributable to bad laws
and corrupt and dishonest legislation.—
This is precisely what the press has per-
sisted in saying, and it has appealed to
the authors of these sbuses to reform
them, in the name of justice and for the
sake of peace. An ounce of such a reme-
dy for the discontent of the men who car-
ry in tiftir bosoms the spirit which ani-
mated the Barons who wrung the Great
Charter from King John, is worth an
ocean of blue coats or a corps of *“ picked
cavalry” men. Remove the admitied
cause and see if the desired effect does
not follow without recourse to bayonets
which are, as they will always be, the last
resort of a well ordered civil administra—
tion.

Quick upon the heels of the election of
Col. Graham to the Legislature by a vote
of four to one over his scallawag oppo-
nent in Winston county, reports of Ku-
Klux ‘‘outrages”. wggpe put in circulation.
To contradict them Judge Orr authorized
the Columbus Index to say that *“Winston
“‘{s the most orderly, law-abiding county
““in his district—the session of the court
““was brief because there was no business
| *“hefore it not s prisoner in jail, and only
:uj‘,.. "

— - = -

. Dr. E. H. Anderson, s man of
ence as well as » practical agricultural-
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nals to onfw wearing apparel, dogs, guns,
household roraiture and poultry. This lenves
open o assessment and luxation ull the pro- ]
visions held by the head of afamily on the |
first duy of January, for the gupport of his |
hounsebold. It subjects, under this con-
struction. the eorn in his erib to taxation,
thougzh that ean be .-'-uhfh'rlml ngnin Lo taxn-
tion in the form of mules, swine, ete,
While in the character of goods, wnres,
merchandize or stock so)d by transient ven-
dors from other Sustes, they may have |
paid under Section 15, of the kevenue law, |
alax of one per cent, the first section of

the law subjects to additlonnl taxation an
der the head of * all other personal proper-
ty not otherwise enumerated,” the four and
beef in the tax-payers larder and the ba-
cou in bis “ smoke honse.” Now as such =
taxation is to the experience of this people |
and offensively inguisitorial as such an
assessment therefore is to them, this inter- |
pretation of the revenue law fnvolves a
mode of revenue which, under all the cir- |
cumstances of the ease, I8 nnneeessarily of-
lensive.

The Legislature 1 am confident, did pot
intend to tax agricultural productions. It
did not, I am sure, contemplute the assess-
ment of either the land owner or the laborer
for the cotton he may have on a given day
in the gin house, the corn he may have In
the crib or the groceries he way have in his
store-room. The disappearance ot these
articles after the assessment wonld tollow ns
& matter of course, and while that fact
would on one hand confine the eollection of |
the tax to the man of property It would on
the other hand but serve in the case of the
man of no property to ewell the list of tax
delinquents.  As an act not ouly of justice |
but of concilintion, also, I recommend earn- |
estly that no time shall be lost hy the Leog-
jslature in arresting the secessments that go
forward gsow In gome counties on g basls,
that, while violating the intention of the |
Leglslature ndds nnnecessarily to the eauses
tending to Increase popular dissatisfaction
with the working of the revenue law.

There Is much in the whole servics of the
revenue law which involves unnecessary |
burdens upon the tax-payers. 1 have al-
mdf called yourattention to the expedien-
ey of fixing a maximom to the commision |
of assessors and collectors. 1 may add o
that the propriety of deducting from the
assetgor the amouant of all sneh comm issions
us he may have received on excessive as-
sessments, whether the revision of these
exceszes shall be made by the Board of Su-
pervisors or by the Legislature. Bavere
economy In our administration of the afalrs
of the State is, I repeat, one of the firat con- |
ditions of effectiveness in all our measures
tor & vigorous repression of erime.

The luftation of the assesasment rolls is one
of the eontingent evils of the system ﬂlﬂ.)-

the Assessors b{;erenenun regualared

by the amount of r assessments. The
working results jead me to eall your at-
tention to this source of wrong to the tax-
payers snd to urge upon your attentlon
5;[;, asa rrﬂd remedy, expedioscy
at once lmiting the fees of the Assessor
by not only & minimum on one hand but by
a maximum on the sther. While $L50
would be & libersl remuneration for the
service in any county o the State, it be-
comes our duty to see o it that the appli-
cation of such Limit shail cut off (the
mtu‘tnd- of dissatisfction felt
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dividual vengewnce or organized resistance. |

o =ome passages of the |

} counties,

| or nothing to show for the money !

LT
| polt

the special grounds of its concllistory effect
in placing the fact of thelr owan free selee-
tion of a man belonging to the County,
| known aud trusted by its citizens, in bar of
tall unreasonable dissatisfaction with the
| administration of the funds of & trust com-
Ing home so closely to the affections and Lo
the passions of the people as that of the ed-
| neation of their ehildren.

I recommend earncestly that to obtain «
clusa of adminldrators more caleulated to
conciliate passion In Its serutiny of car
muanagement of the funds of the publie
a-rhm-r.-. we make the office of Director not
one of profit but of simply honor, And o
further purify the mansgement of the
Boards, I recommend that to obtaln the ser-
viees of a class of men other than the mere
office-halders, l-x‘lkhlg to the position as un

| object simply of his cupidity, the per diem
of the County Superintendent shull never
exeecd nn aggregate of $700 per anunm,—
And the school affulrs of the UCountles still
more thoroughly from the lafluesnce of tra-
ding in politics and }vlm---. I further com-
mend o your consideration that noe one

! holding any office, State or Federal, shall |

bie eligible to that of Superintendent of the
County Schools.

The standard fixed for the examination of
teachers is placed unnecessarily high, This
can have po other practieal result than that
of excluding In the very wanlonness of
| power. much educational ability properls

available amongst our people, white and
leolored.  But while working this objection=
| uble resule, it works the still furiher result

of furnishing an exeuse for a rate of teach- |
er's puy utterly exhaustive of our resoureces. |

| While the average pay of the tescher in
| the Naorthern  schools embraced In the
! statistics of the Natlonal Bureau of Educea-
| tion i= jess thap 300 a year, rates  set here
! vary from 8720 a your for the lowest class to
| #1920 for the highest! [ recommend earn-
estly thot the Cheneellor and the Ciroult
Judge of the District, Lur‘vllwr with the Su-
perintendent of Education for the county,
{ shall be charged with the Issue of third sod
secomnd cluss cerviificates to teschers, and
| thut, the Nortnsl Schools only issulng firsg-
class ceartiflcates, the pay of the three grades

this, calls on the Assessor to return, us sob=| of tensliers’ shail be declared by law to be |

| $40. $60 and $20 per month.
Withehe purchase or erection of brick

Now, the injustice of this 1ies in the fact | schion] houses in some districts, the furpish- |
that while it feaves free from thiz tax on | ing of school houses In others with elegunt

desks and office chairs,
#ti't others of apparatus
the demandz of the academy
common school. we may well acoept the
conclusion that there is some foundation for

the supplyin
better sulted

in
o

S pro- | the general outery agninst the alleged plun-

der of the school funds of the State sl
In a very few short
actnal work in the county of Lafayette, the
School Board of that county is charged on
very grave anthority with having expended
$3500 In cash and $4000 In credits w Illu lttle

In the
Interests of not unly the school funds bat of
ulzo the pesce and order of the State, | re-
commend to you earnestly to set some limit
on the option of Hchool Boards as to their
outlays;
rents free to s-!lp’vly any deficiency In those
cnseg, the expendltures of the Boards on ap-
paratus shall not exheed $2 per pupll of the

| dally average avtendance, and shall pot ex-

eeed the same rate for desks and seats, and
that while not more than $200 shall be paid
for any school site, not more than ten dol-
lars per pupil of the average dally sttend-
ance shall be paid for the purchase or build-
ing any school house.

he conciliations with which we are
bound in the Interests of pesce and order to
go forward in conducting the public busi-
ness apply with specisl force In the case of
publig schools.
as these are, they are hailed with s popular
favor which (tis our bounden coty to do
uothing whatsoever to check. The school
sy «temn comes home to the fondest nn'xleties

of the people. and should be so conducted as

to draw out those anxietien, with the great-
est possible directuess in support of the
public schools.

Supplementary to the concllintions which
I urge In the matter of taxation in this
communication, I urge with egual earnest-
nesy the expediency of concillating the
affections, the conscience and the inde-
pendeves of the parents of the State, by
giving them the option, where they exercise
thelr right of seperate schools, to select the
teachers. The wisdom of this libernlizing
of our present gystem of eentralization will
be felt In an Improvement of the popular
temper. The Rev, Dr. Elder, Catholle Bis-
of this dlocese, has nrged this and other
1ts of Improvements in our school sys-
tem on my sttention ; and as an act of justics
to that very lmportant subjeet, | subanit
with this message his letter. The ability
and Christinn benevolenoe which character-
izes his communieation will command your
attention for i, even though you did not
knerw that the plety, carnestoess and eulti-
vation of s author command for hilm the
confidence and respect of men of all classes
and ereeds amon our people.
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I make all the toregoln g recommendstions
In view of the work before me as conserva-
tor of the pence of the State, While
ing with ealm indifference the violanee and
vituperation of a press which represents in
its vapid utterances no portion of this peo-
ple, I owe it to you, to myself and o the
interests of all good eltizens, to entrest you
to carry out, s filr 88 all the re- |
forma | have polnted out here In the jnter- |
ests of o reduction of ion and the free- '
dom of education. so that' consclousness of
having given no cause for just Irritation to |
the man of violence we may be all the more
determined o action when that man of vio-
lence shall have put wpon us the duty to
#rike him down.
J. L. Avcons, Goverpor.
Exxcurive Orvice, April 1st, 1871

Jacksoxn, March 29, 1871.
His Excellency J. L. Avcons, Governor :
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